familiar with the language, a whole new vista of studies in the field may well be opened up to the reader.
In addition to dealing with ovulation, its control and its inhibition, together with the collateral effects on various systems that hormonal therapy may have, the clinical uses (apart from contraception) are discussed. There is also a chapter on substances affecting male fertility and, finally, one on practical instructions for advising patients using hormonal contraceptives. This latter includes 60 questions and answers covering the points most commonly raised by practitioners regarding the handling of patients using this form of contraception and the problems arising therefrom.
G I M SWYER
A Textbook of Psychosexual Disorders by Clifford Allen MD MRCP DPM 2nd ed pp viii +478 70s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1969 This is a second edition of a very informative work, by an author who is not only exceptionally well read in his subject, but has had extensive practical experience in the treatment of these disorders. He has revised the book and brought it up to date.
He deals with the theoretical side of causation, and then passes on to descriptions of the disorders. There is so much material that the reviewer must be limited in his comments, and these are most usefully confined to treatment, a subject on which Dr Allen is more optimistic than many of his colleagues. He considers deep analysis transference as the 'sheet anchor of treatment', though he is more eclectic in his approach than this would suggest. Thus he believes the therapist should play a more active role than that which a classical Freudian analyst would adopt.
In this edition Allen quotes a number of papers on aversion treatment, and seems to accept this form of treatment in a rather surprisingly uncritical way, as it is hard to believe that something as complex as the sexual instinct can be dealt with simply by conditioned inhibitions.
He makes some pungent observations of the inefficacy of treating especially homosexuals in prison, while not losing sight of the fact that society must be protected from serious sexual offenders. He also rightly castigates those who are demanding of capital punishment 'especially for sexual murderers', pointing out that they are amongst the more pathological types, who though they must be put out of harm's way, are not as wicked as their horrid acts suggest; nor, I would add, as the professional criminal who kills deliberately.
There is a final useful chapter on the legal aspects of sexual disorders. W Army 1968 This is the last volume in the series devoted to the experiences of the Medical Services of the US Army in the field of internal medicine in World War II. It includes sections on infectious diseases not included in Volume II, General Medicine and Dermatology.
The first section relates some limited but well documented studies of some tropical diseases, and there are also accounts of coccidiomycosis in California, 'Bullis fever' in Texas, and nutritional deficiencies observed in prison camps.
Much of the information in the chapters on general medicine has long been available elsewhere, as the editor admits, but his claim that it retains its interest in its historical context in this volume is fully justified. His own account of the unexpected scourge of viral hepatitis, which 'erupted . . . with close to 200,000 cases ... between 1942 and 1945' is a fascinating record of progress in this familiar field.
In World War It, in the 'body language' of neurosis and poor morale, gastrointestinal symptoms replaced the 'soldier's heart' of World War I, and the recognition and management of such conditions were advanced by studies such as those recorded here.
In May 1941 it was realized that half of the first two million men drafted for military service had been rejected under existing screening procedures. The resulting review of standards provided an impetus to the proper evaluation of functional ability, and the significance of apparently abnormal findings.
The book is easily read, and the high standard of presentation is maintained. Its appearance so long after the events to which it relates does not limit its interest. It is a valuable record of the problems encountered in various climates and conditions by a sophisticated army, with experiences of value beyond the military sphere.
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